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YOUR CHOICE 
     Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body …
but present yourselves to God as those alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness to God (Romans 6:12-13).   
 
Sin is a taskmaster which demands service from its 
subjects.  You are dead to sin, but you still have the 
capacity to serve it by putting your body at sin's 
disposal.  It's up to you to choose whether you're going 
to let your body be used for sin or for righteousness.  
Satan who is at the root of all sin, will take advantage 
of anyone who uses their body as an instrument of 
unrighteousness.  For example, it is impossible to commit 
a sexual sin and not use your body, and sin will reign in 
your mortal body. 
 
to further illustrate, suppose your pastor asks to use 
your car to deliver food items to the needy, and a 
prostitute asks to use it to her joint.  Its your car and 
you can choose to lend it however you want, for good 
or for evil.  Which would you choose?  There should be 
no question!  Your body is also yours to use to serve 
either God or sin and Satan, but the choice is up to you.   
 
That's why Paul wrote so insistently: "I urge you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual service of worship" (Romans 
12:1).  Because of Christ's victory over sin, you are 
completely free to choose not to give yourself to obey 
sin as your master.  It is your responsibility not to let 
sin reign in your mortal body. 
 

DENYING SELF 
     If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny 
himself (Matthew 16:24).  A primary reason why we 
struggle to fulfil Christ's Great Commission is because 
we are guilty of a great omission:  we fail to deny 
ourselves.  Denying yourself is not the same as self-
denial.   
 
Students, athletes and cult members practice self-
denial, restricting themselves from substances and 
activities which keep them from reaching their goals.  
But the ultimate purpose of self-denial is self-
glorification.  The ultimate purpose of denying self is 
to glorify God.   
 
Jesus was talking about denying yourself in the 
essential battle of life: the scramble for the throne, 
the struggle over who is going to be God.  Jesus doesn't 
enter into the battle; He's already won it.  He occupies 
the throne and graciously offers to share it with us.  
BUT WE WANT TO BE KING IN OUR LIVES BY OURSELVES.  
 
UNTIL WE DENY OURSELVES THAT WHICH WAS NEVER MEANT TO BE 
OURS - THE ROLE OF BEING God in our lives - we will never be 
at peace with ourselves or God, and we will never be 
free.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You were not designed to function independently of 
God, nor was your soul designed to function as master.  
You will either serve god and his kingdom or Satan and 
his kingdom.  Self-seeking, self serving, self-justifying. 
Self-glorifying, self-centred and self-confident living 
is in actuality  
 
living and serving the world, the flesh and the devil.  
On the other hand, denying yourself is not self-
mortification.  God is not trying to annihilate you; He is 
trying to restore you.  When you deny yourself, you 
invite God to take the throne of your life, to occupy 
what is rightfully His, so that you may function as a 
person who is spiritually alive in Christ.  Denying 
yourself is essential to spiritual freedom. 

 
CREATING OUR OWN LIGHT     
   Behold, all you who kindle a fire, who encircle 
yourselves with firebrands, walk in the light of your 
fire and among the brands you have set ablaze.  This you 
will have from My hand; and you will lie down in 
torment (Is. 50:11).   
 
When your way suddenly gets dark, don't light your 
own fire.  Our natural tendency when we don't see life 
God's way is to do it our way.  Resist the urge to create 
your own light.  In Isaiah 50:11, God is not talking about 
the fire of judgement; He 's talking about fire that 
creates light.  When we try to find our way out of the 
darkness by our own devices instead of waiting for 
God's light, god will allow it, but misery will follow.   
 
Let me illustrate.  God called Abraham out of his father 
land into the Promised Land.  In Genesis 12, a covenant 
was made in which God promised Abraham that his 
descendants would be more numerous than the sands 
of the sea or the stars in the sky.  Abraham lived his life 
in the light of that promise, then God turned out the 
light.  So many years passed that his wife Sarah could 
no longer bear a child by natural means.  God's 
guidance had been so clear before, but now it looked 
like Abraham would have to assist God in its fulfilment.   
 
Who could blame Abraham for creating his own light?  
Sarah supplied the match by offering her handmaiden to 
Abraham.  Out of that union came the Arab nation which 
has been in conflict with the Jewish nation ever since.  
Abraham created his own light, God allowed it, and 
misery followed.   
 
We may not have to wait as long as Abraham did, but our 
darkness may last for weeks, months, and possibly for 
some exceptional people, even years.  But God is in 
control and He knows exactly how to help us He can 
pull us through.   
 
When your faith is stretched to its limit and you are 
about to break, He will pull you through to the other 
side and you will never go back to the shape you were in 
before.   
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  SECURITY IN ETERNITY 
     The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my  deliverer, 
my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; my shield and the 
horn of my salvation, my stronghold (Ps. 18:2).  The key to 
experiencing security in your life is to depend on things 
that are eternal, not temporal.  Christians often feel 
insecure because they are depending on temporal things 
they have no right or ability to control.   
 
For example, some people rely on their money for material 
security instead of relying on God's promise to supply all 
our needs.  The safest place to keep money a few years ago 
was a savings and loan institution.  But many have failed 
and the security people had placed in them was shattered.   
 
Only eternal investments are secure.  I believe god is 
shaking the foundations of the world.  Natural disasters 
are on the increase, kingdoms are being toppled, political 
boundaries are being redrawn, and anarchy reigns in many 
poor countries.  Scripture warns us that such conditions 
would precede the second coming of Christ (Matt. 24).   
      
This shouldn't alarm us; we should be excited.  Christ's 
return will be the day of the church for those who have 
stored up treasures in heaven (Matt 6:19-21).  Security 
only comes from relating to that which is anchored in 
eternity.  Jesus said that we have eternal life and that no 
one can snatch us out of His hand (Jhn 10:27-29).  Paul 
declared that nothing can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ (Rom 8:35-39) and that we are sealed in Him 
by the Holy spirit (Eph 1:13-14).  How much more secure 
can you get than that?   
 
When your ultimate trust is in temporal values, position 
and relationships, you are always subject to insecurity 
because these things are subject to failure and can be 
lost.  The greatest sense of security you can experience is 
the by product of taking a firm grip on values and 
relationships which will endure as long as God Himself. 
 

FOLLOWING HIM 
     If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him… follow me 
(Matt. 16:24).  Seeking to overcome self by self-effort is a 
hopeless struggle.  Self will never cast out self, because 
an independent self motivated by the flesh still wants to 
be God.  We must follow Christ by being led by the Holy 
Spirit down the path of death to self rule.  As Paul wrote: 
"We who live are constantly being delivered over to death 
for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh" (2 Cor. 4:11).   
 
This may sound like a dismal path to walk, but I assure you 
that it is not.  It is a tremendous experience to be known by 
the Shepherd and to follow Him as obedient, dependent 
sheep (Jhn 10:27).  The fact that we are led by the Spirit of 
God, even when it results in the death to self-rule, is our 
assurance of sonship (Rom 8:14).  We were not designed to 
function independently of God.  Only when we are 
dependent on Him and intent on following Christ are we 
complete and free to prove that the will of God is good, 
acceptable and perfect Rom 12:2 
Self-rule is motivated by self-interest and supported only 
by self centred resources.  When we come to the end of 
our resources, we discover God's resources.  God will 
let us do our thing and patiently wait until-self-interest 
and self-rule leave us spiritually and emotionally 
bankrupt.   
 
We can turn to god anytime we weary of trying to run our 
own lives independently of Him.  He doesn't force Himself 
on us; He just simply says, "If anyone wishes to come after 
Me, let him ...follow Me."  are you willing to forsake self-
rule and follow him? 

 EXPRESSING  EMOTIONS    
     Let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow 
to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the 
righteousness of God (Jam 1:19-20).  Another unhealthy 
way to respond to emotions is to thoughtlessly let it all 
hang out, to tell anybody and everybody exactly how you 
feel.   
 
The apostle Peter is a great example of indiscriminate 
expression.  He had no problem telling anyone what was 
on his mind or how he felt.  Peter's impulsive nature got 
him into trouble more than once.  In one setting, he was 
the spokesperson for God, and Jesus said to him, "Blessed 
are you Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not 
reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 
16:17).  Then moments later he spoke for Satan, and Jesus 
had to rebuke him: "Get behind me, Satan!" (vs 22-23).  It 
was Peter who missed the point on the Mount of 
Transfiguration by suggesting that they build three 
tabernacles to honour Moses, Elijah and the Master.  And 
it was Peter who promised to follow Jesus anywhere, 
even to the death, the swearing only hours later that he 
never knew  him.   
 
The fact that Peter became a leader in the New Testament 
church is evidence of the powerful transformation 
effected by the Holy Spirit.   
 
Indiscriminate expression of emotions may be somewhat 
healthy for you, but it may be unhealthy for others.  "I'm 
glad I got that off my chest," you may say after an 
emotional outburst.  But in the process you just 
destroyed your wife, husband,  children or friend.  Paul 
admonished: "Be angry, and yet do not sin" (Eph. 4:26).  If 
you wish to be angry and not sin, then be angry the way 
Christ was: Be angry at sin.  He turned over the tables, 
not the money changers.   
 

SUCCESS IN GOD'S EYES 
Be careful to do according to all the law which Moses 
My servant commanded you… then you will have 
success" (Jos. 1:7-8).  A helpful perspective of success in 
the Christian life is seen in Joshua's experience of leading 
Israel into the Promised Land.   
 
God said to him: "Be strong and very courageous; be 
careful to do according to all the law which Moses My 
servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 
or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you 
go.  This book of the law shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that 
you may be careful to do according to all that is written 
in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and 
then you will have good success" (Jos. 1:7-8).   
 
Was Joshua's success dependent on other people or 
circumstances?  Absolutely not.  Success hinged entirely 
on his obedience.  If Joshua believed what god said and did 
what God told him to do, he would succeed.  Sounds 
simple enough, but God immediately put Joshua to the test 
by giving him a rather unusual battle plan for conquering 
Jericho.  Marching around the city for seven days, then blowing 
a horn, wasn't exactly an approved military tactic in Joshua's day!  
But Joshua's success was conditional on obeying God regardless 
of how foolish His plan seemed.   
 
As Joshua 6 records, Joshua's success had nothing to do 
with the circumstances of the battle and everything to do 
with obedience.  That should be your pattern too.  Accept 
God's goal for your life and follow it obediently.  Don't 
take this truth lightly.  You can be successful in business 
without compromising god's will.  Remember: you can be a 
failure in the eyes of the world and a success in the eyes 
of god - and vice versa. 

 
ALL CHRISTIANS’ FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL 

A Church for all Nations and Denominations 
Email—acfi@acfiministries.com 
Website: www.acfiministries.com  



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



